5/22/72 


-‘ear Jerry, 

Glad you called today. I was beginning to worry, having had no word from you or James. 

As soon as we finished t a l kin g, I wrote John and Larry. Carbons arc-; enclosed for you. It 

was not easy to tell John that he was ruined by the man he trusted, and I made it as gentle 

as I coul d. But perhaps when you get to understand John's case and what happened ±2 
you'll be mas able to understand some of the things that cause the heat in the enclosed 
letter I wrote you as soon as I got hame. I don't know which of you has how m uch trust 

left in Stoner, out 11 you have any you will all deserve what it in the end will do to you. 

What he did in ohn's case is really criminal. Yet you all respect his judgement and not 
that of those who are knocking themselves out. Weird, freind, weird. 

It depends on the kind of box the cassette comes in how much it costs to mail it. The 
large number Carol sent it paid to send by slow mail. But a single cassette can cost as 
little as 160 for a single one. Be sura to mark "electronic tape" on the outside so that 
there will not be an accidental erasure in handling. 

Now that you are equipped, keep your equipment near the phone. It can helo. 

Jerry, this business of Stoner is not personal. You saw us together twice" before the 
show, you saw us on the show, and when he pulled that wild insanity, even then I tried to 
help him. I did once, and if fields would have let me speak, I asked a couple of times* 

He was Frank's and Hoover's best friend, as he was that of the FBI in John’s case. His 
intentions are not the issue 5 it is what he does, what happens. He is a wild man. As I 
have written, I share Jimmy’ s concern for what can happen to you, but the more 1 
Of it the more I cone to feel that you may be better off alone that with him if you are 
going to depend on him for protection. He's just as likely to get you in new and diffe^nt 
trouble , . and^ after that snow, which can be played back at him, he'll be entirely without 
credibility in any court in the land. You have heard from a few who are partial to him to 
begin with. You should hear what everyone- else is saying. 

He sides that, with diis attack on Wallace, the first on any nan on his side of the 
political fence, all sort— 01 new nuts are liaole to get that idea, Lq you know anyone 
who has asked for it more than Stoner? I'd just as leave you did not get a wild one. 

AL though there is no excuse lor what happened to Wallace, understand that the crazy are 
harder to figure, and that Stoner doesn't have Ala. State troopers, the Secret Service and, 
if any, as many local police. Our local boys did a first-rate job of protecting Wallace. 

There was violence here. But it took every cop in town and what they could get from the 
State police, remiorcing those who go with him. and Stoner gets to remote places. If there 
is any attack on him, it is not impossible that you'd wind up having more to fear than a stray. 

immy i 3 not content to have one zany in his confidence© pg working with another. 

Jitm.y seems to be spending part of his time e l i min ating any personal need of enemies, too. 

It is this kind of thing that causes the emotion you will detect in the enclosed. If you 
don't know who the other rabid one is, I can tell you. | think you know. You may know more 
about him than I do, but I know enough. I don't know why he does ask for a direct line to 
the rposecution and FBI. He'd be no worse off. 

Anyway, whether you believe what I'm trying to get accroso to you or not, try to under- 
stand it, the reasons for it, and then think. And one of the simpler ways of thinking about 
it is to ask whether any of his propaganda on Fields could have helped Jimmy, and how much 
more 1 could have gotten from Frank if he had kept his side mouth shut. In getting Jimmy's 
story accross, even there, Stoner was no help and much hurt,, And by the way, Jimmy wrote 
to Esquire correcting Shaw on who represents him. They printed his letter. 

I do hope you can get a decent job and start to lead a life of your own. 


Sincerely, 


